Vaccines Save Lives!
YOU can save lives, too.

Ways you can help others in this anti-vaccine era:

Personal stories and those of others sharing memories of life-
threatening diseases before the major vaccines of the 1950s and
60s were readily available can make a difference. Young families
today have never seen the impacts of polio, measles, and other
debilitating diseases, either medically or on their family's way of life.
Post your story & others on this site: Grandparents for Vaccines
Encourage your children & grandchildren to consult their
pediatricians or family physicians to ensure vaccinations are up-to-date.
Keep informed with accurate knowledge through reliable sources:

¢ The Vaccine Integrity Project led by nationally recognized

epidemiologist Dr. Michael Osterholm

¢ The American Academy of Pediatrics
Contact Florida Representatives & Senators immediately to
voice concerns about our Governor and Surgeon General's proposal to
eliminate remaining elements of vaccine mandates.

e Click here, FiscalNote, to find your state and federal elected officials.

We have fought these diseases before.
We cannot allow them to return.

We must remember what life was like then
and why we cannot afford complacency now.



https://floridiansfordemocracy.org/
https://grandparentsforvaccines.com/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/vaccine-integrity-project/vaccine-integrity-project-interim-update
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/vaccination-recommendations-by-the-aap/?srsltid=AfmBOop4bDkQIRIArGqk6qIm7bcoNzdziGTCCdlymoDYexnyPDpzhas7
https://fiscalnote.com/find-your-legislator
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=activedatamobile&nav=1c9688a3-31ef-492d-a4cc-81607921dc1b

On September 4th

Floridians for Democracy Institute hosted Dr. Arthur Lavin, founder of Grandparents for
Vaccines, who moderated a program launching the nationwide effort to recognize the
millions of lives saved through the unprecedented effectiveness of vaccines and the
importance of supporting vaccine therapy to protect lives for future generations.

Panelists highlighted the dangers of current anti-vaccine campaigns and the
importance of vaccines in preventing diseases through their personal

stories of the physical and emotional effects of polio on themselves as well
as family members, friends, and neighbors who suffered the long-term
consequences of this disease.

Many of us are baby boomers who grew up in the 1950s before vaccines against polio,
measles, mumps, and other highly communicable diseases were introduced. The
devastation on families and the fears of contracting were prevalent and impacted

families everywhere. We know of family, friends, and neighbors who contracted polio
and had to learn to live with leg braces, wheelchairs, and iron lung machines.

We also experienced the euphoria with the discoveries and mass dissemination of the

Salk and Sabin vaccines, which effectively eliminated polio as a danger to public health.
Then, in the 1960s, vaccines for mumps, measles, and rubella were developed.

Anti-vaccine forces are currently fierce and highly visible, especially under the
leadership of HHS Secretary Robert Kennedy, Jr.
Florida is now at the forefront of banning vaccination mandates through the
governor’s executive orders and the announced plans for anti-vaccine bills in the
upcoming Florida legislature, which begins in January 2026.

FFD invites you to join our efforts, along with Grandparents for Vaccines, to
protect our grandchildren and others who stand to lose access to life-saving
vaccines >>> which now includes those for COVID.

We extend our deepest gratitude to
our panel for sharing your time,
expertise, and experiences. Your
voices help guide the future forward
and help inform on effective ways to
take action.
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— to wake up and take action.
SEPTEMBER 4TH | 7 TO 8:30 P.M. ET

Missed the Zoom? Watch the Recording

Highlights from the Sept. 4 Zoom Webinar:

The meeting focused on the importance of vaccinations and the current resurgence
of vaccine-preventable diseases due to declining vaccination rates. Our state and
nation face serious challenges to sustaining and promoting vaccinations,



https://youtu.be/0Zk4fPpZPzc?si=tXEl7DFW885bivhW

particularly due to misinformation and political agendas.
Sadly, Florida is helping lead the anti-vax movement.

Americans learned from the polio epidemic that the disease seriously diminished
quality of life for years, and sometimes lifetimes, caught in the long vortex of the
symptoms and treatments. But one of the polio survivors shared, "Freedom
(and normalized lives) came after the vaccinations."

Florida surgeon general says state
will eliminate all vaccine
mandates. Equates mandating
vaccines to slavery! (Oh my!)

Read
More

Change doesn’t happen by waiting.
It happens when people like you stand up and demand it.
Awareness is the first step to making change.

Florida Petition: Keep vaccine requirements in place to protect public
health.

Contact local and state representatives to voice concerns about Florida's new vaccination
policy and practices, especially now as we approach the opening of the State’s 2026
Legislative Session in early January.

SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, September 25, 7:00 pm ET - watch the next FFDI webinar.

"Can the Supreme Court Protect our Democracy?"

Can the Supreme Court Protect our Democracy? ( Register
Here)

SAVE THE DATE!
Wednesday, October 8th, 7:00 pm ET - watch the next FFDI webinar.

"Faith Leaders Speak- Inhumanity In Our
Backyard"

Faith Leaders Speak — Inhumanity In Our Backyard ( Register Here

)



https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/florida-surgeon-general-says-state-will-eliminate-vaccine-mandates-rcna228835
https://www.change.org/p/florida-keep-vaccine-requirements-in-place-to-protect-public-health?cs_tk=A-nIvIdkI25JS_cow2gAAHicq64FAAF1APllZGQ2ZWNjZWY4YWJmOWQyNzFlYWU2ZjJiYjFhMTZhNDkzNTc1ZjYyNDk5ZjVhZTAxY2QzZTAyODI2ZWRlMGNi&utm_campaign=e31cf57e4aab4d4e9f5363aa4ed7519f&utm_content=20250430_supporter_milestone_5000_v1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=633943_supporter_milestone_5000&utm_term=itbl
https://fiscalnote.com/find-your-legislator
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/BjrDqKg3THOo41dwugT8-g#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/BjrDqKg3THOo41dwugT8-g#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/BjrDqKg3THOo41dwugT8-g#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2J0bAO0JT1WGE6-EJ-dq8Q#/registration

Visit floridiansfordemocracy.org for program details, plus more about
who we are and what we are doing to protect democracy.
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Floridians for Democracy (FFD) is a 501(c)(4) organization, dedicated to preserving and
protecting democracy. FFD does not support or oppose any candidates for political office. We
envision a state of Florida where all elected leaders proactively implement laws ensuring all
residents have equal opportunity, regardless of race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation
as granted by democratic freedoms dictated in the constitution.

Floridians for Democracy | 18990 S. Tamiami Tr. Suite 4-175, | Fort Myers, FL 33908 US
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