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"'Speak OUT or Shut UP: First Amendment Freedom in the age of MAGA™
Featuring Bobby Block & Jane Bambauer
Moderated by Mike Kiniry

Action Agenda

Know your rights to protect and defend all of our rights. Understand the First Amendment,
especially “Freedom of Speech”. For definition and explanation see Freedom of Speech -
Origins, First Amendment & Limits

Even if you are a member of a scrutinized group, you may speak out but do so smartly and
strategically. Resisting political intimidation helps you and the public by creating awareness of
the role of the judiciary in upholding the rule of law. As an
|nd|V|duaI | should:

Tolerate speech | don't like, to protect all speech.

Counter hate speech with good speech.

Exercise and defend your rights:

Go to local community meetings, public comment meetings, school board meetings.

Request public records through open records laws.

Go out on the streets/participate in rallies, demonstrations, protests.

https //www.mobilize.us/

Know your rights: First Amendment Foundation Toolkit provides creative ways to push
back https://www.floridafaf.org (imminent publication on FAF website)

Educate yourself and teach others about Media Literacy: how to listen critically and
skeptically, how to determine the authenticity of a source. See:
https://www.thesuccessmanual.in/chapter/media-literacy-basics-and-
examples#:~:text=Key Components of Media Literacy%3A 1 Access%3A Locate,in
society%2C share information%2C and advocate for causes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJTaw4-Sg6E
https://www.history.com/articles/freedom-of-speech
https://www.mobilize.us/
https://www.floridafaf.org/
https://www.thesuccessmanual.in/chapter/media-literacy-basics-and-examples#:~:text=Key Components of Media Literacy%3A 1 Access%3A Locate,in society%2C share information%2C and advocate for causes

-Persuade people who don’t sense the threats to free speech by quietly and respectfully
urging them to reconsider their view. Develop your own focused message, including a list of
ongoing harms to free speech with the goal of introducing another perspective.

Respond to the overwhelm of information and misinformation by:

Following harmful trends that deteriorate freedom of speech.

Paying attention to realities v. shiny objects.

Staying focused on genuine threats.
Reach out to groups who have expertise on threat issues such as First Amendment Watch
https://firstamendmentwatch.org/ which documents threats to the first amendment on a
regular basis.
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